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It seems that club spirit is peaking, instilling in the 
members a greater sense of belonging and urging 

them to pull up their sleeves and give their fair share 
to help in putting our house in order and strengthening 
the family bond Floriana Young Stars has always been 
renowned of.   
Maria Cutajar and Sarah Grech, two of our young 
players, took the initiative to clean and organise the 
committee room. Over the years this room has has been 
neglected and although constantly being used it never 
look organised or cared for. Equipment and club’s 
trophies have now been cleaned and stored neatly, 
whilst the club’s documentation, now organised and 
ordered was placed in a safe place. A comfortable 
area with a central table and chairs was set up where 
the committee could hold their meetings in peace 
and quiet. The room is now comfortable offering a 
serene working atmosphere. 
The club’s nameplate was getting rusty and ugly 
looking and senior player Ryan Seychell took 
initiative to clean it up and make it look inviting 
and fresh again. 

Other initiatives 
taken were: 
● Senior player Justin Farrugia’s and junior player 

Matthew Farrugia’s fathers fixed the rusty old gate of 
the pitch, while their mothers designed the supporters’ 
T-shirt. 

● Club member Steve Catania designed Young Stars 
mugs.

Club spirit on the rise

Official Publication of the Junior Section of Floriana Young Stars Hockey Club
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The younger generation, namely 
Ryan Seychell, Jamie Mifsud, Ryan 

Mifsud, Anton Saliba, Waylin Abdilla, 
Karl Chircop patched those parts of the 
pitch that were worn out or torn. They 
also gave the pitch a good clean up.

Committee meetings are held regularly 
to discuss issues pertaining to the club 

and plan ahead. The committee is made up 
of: James Mizzi (President), Noel Gatt (Vice 
President) Andrew Camilleri (Secretary), 
Luke Borg Costanzi (Cashier) and members 
Maria Cutajar, Jamie Mifsud, Mark 
Camilleri, Chris Bonello and Chris Attard.

Who doesn’t 
like to party?! 

This season Junior 
coaches Jamie Mifsud 
and Nathan Galea 
excitedly organised 
a party for the Junior 
Section which included finger food, games 
and obviously some hockey on the pitch! 
The coaches were helped by some parents, 
mainly Marlene (mother of Julian and 
Philippa Farrugia), to organise and make 
the party a great success and to everyone’s 
liking. The kids really enjoyed every 
second of it and the feedback was great. In 
addition some of the seniors were present 
to give support to the juniors. As a token 
and record of that day, the junior coaches 
gave each and every player a Club mug as 
a gift, which the kids really appreciated.

Juniors’ 
Christmas Party
13th December 2017
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This season, Floriana Local Council 
sponsored our kit. This will be worn 

during the next League competition. We 
were also sponsored by Remax when the 
Seniors competed in the EHF Challange 
4 Champions for 2017 in Slovenia. 

Charlo Grech - Donation

Dirk Gerritse - Generous donation for 
the Junior Section

A surprise party at the club house was 
organised for Chris Attard’s 49th 

birthday by the members of the club. 
Needless to say the cake wore the Club’s 
colours. Chris was really surprised and 
appreciated the members’ thought as he  
never expected this after a good training 
session!

Birthday Parties

Sponsors 
and Donations 

After a few 
years having 

no banner but 
constant support, 
Maria Cutajar and 
Sarah Grech (two of 
our dedicated keen 
players) decided to 
surprise the club with 
a handmade banner 
with the club’s name, 
logo and date of foundation. It was made 
with respect and sincere love towards the 
club and the players. The banner is displayed 
during senior’s and junior’s games to give 
encouragement to the players.

Home-made Banner
20th January 2018

Another surprise party was thrown for 
senior player Anton Saliba’s 19th birthday 
bringing together again the Young Stars.
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senior
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Profiles:

Name: Philippa Nicole 
Surname: Farrugia
Date of birth: 
6th December 2006.
NIckname: Pippa
How would you 
describe yourself?  
Loving and caring.
Favourite playing 
position: 
Mid-fielder and defender.
Likes: Playing hockey, playing piano, 
playing badminton with my brother, 
travelling, swimming, daily school mass 
organisation and being with friends.
Dislikes: Handball, being late and selfish 
and self-centred kids.
Favourite quote: “Never give up.”
Favourite meal: BBQ spare ribs.
How do you see yourself in 10 years’ 
time? Finishing a degree at the university  
and prettier 

Name:  Anton
Surname: Saliba
Nickname: Ton
Date of birth: 
17th March 1999 
How would you 
describe yourself? 
A person looking 
for new experiences 

from a different angle.
Favourite playing position:  
Striker/midfield player.  
Likes: Hockey, going out, driving, 
messing about with people
Dislikes: I don’t have any particular 
deslike.
Favourite meal: Pasta with almost 
anything except fish.
How do you see yourself in 10 years’ 
time? 
Probably married to my girlfriend, still 
playing hockey hopefully getting better 
and hopefully living life the way it should 
be lived.

Name:  Joseph
Surname: Vassallo
Nickname: L-għasfur
Date of birth: 
18th February 1961 
How would you 
describe yourself? 
A hot head.

      Favourite playing position:  
Right wing or right back.  
Likes: Hockey and football. Great fan of 
Liverpool.
Dislikes: Work.
Favourite quote: “Have a lot.”
Favourite meal: Pasta.
How do you see yourself in 10 years’ 
time?  Hopefully still active.

Name: Matthew 
Surname: Farrugia
Date of birth: 
30th December 2004.
How would you 
describe yourself?  
Happy, friendly, 
someone who likes 

                 to help others.
Favourite playing position: Defence.
Likes: Watching Youtube videos/fortnite 
game.
Dislikes: Studying french and doing 
homework in general.
Favourite quote: 
“Laughter is the best medicine.”
Favourite meal: Pizza or chicken.
How do you see yourself in 10 years’ 
time? Successful and following my dream.
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It’s always our pleasure playing friendly games against foreigners because it’s not 
only fun, but because we as players can improve our skills and tactics when we face 

other skillful players. Friendly games also give a chance to the younger players to get 
to know how hockey is played in other countries besides getting an opportunity to play 
alongside with the seniors. This helps the juniors and seniors to get to know each other 
better despite the age gap. Thus friendly games give more confidence to the juniors 
knowing they are learning from better players and knowing also that the seniors are 
constantly backing them. The friendly game against ANH Carmelo Puglisi, produced 
a lot of fighting spirit from the side of juniors which besides enjoying themselves they 
played courageously. Although we lost by a difference of one goal (2 - 3) it was a great 
experience. It was fun and our side scored 2 great goals; a reverse hit from Jamie Mifsud  
(Senior) and a marvelous goal from a short corner by Nathan Galea (Senior). Our junior 
goaler Marvin Grixti distinguished himself during the match with many a great save.

Friendly vs ANH Carmelo Puglisi
8th April 2018

Meeting Nigel Holland
Meeting and listening to one of the Club’s old boys is always 

inspiring as one always uncovers some part of the Club’s history 
and gets to know the build of the people who moulded the Club to 
what it is today. One such meeting was with Nigel Holland, a Floriana 
born and raised. Nigel joined the Club in 1983, playing for the club’s 
second side Grejmpads 77. In 1984 Young Stars formed its fourth 
in-house team, Sporting 84 with which Nigel played for two years 
rejoining Grejmpads 77 again after the team was disbanded. He was always on the 
starting line-up for the whole 13 years he played for the club. His most memorable 
moment was when he formed part of the Young Stars touring side in 1985, playing in 
Berlin and Moscow. When asked about his being a member of Young Stars, he proudly 
said “My years at the club were amongst the happiest in my life because of the genuine 
friendships I found throughout all those wonderful years’’
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Junior Easter Tournament
22nd April 2017

Christmas Dinner
13th December 2017

Summer 
Get Togethers

Christmas is all about family and 
that’s one aspect this club does not 

lack. We are a family through thick and 
thin and every year parents and family 
members together with the juniors, 
seniors, coaches and other members, 
get together for a lovely dinner where 
reunion of old players, veterans and old 
friends take place. During the dinner we 
had a good laugh and enjoyed ourselves. 
We can say that everyone spent a relaxing 
evening and appreciated each other’s 
company. A drink, afterwards, closed the 
night off on a good note.

Every year Qormi Hockey Club 
organises an Easter Tournament 

for the juniors section of all clubs and 
as always we participated. We finished 
in the second place, with our juniors 
playing against Qormi and Sliema. 
After the tournament, a presentation 

was held where 
each participant 
received a medal. 
Previous Junior 
Section coach 
Edward Hughes 
and the current 
one Nathan 
Galea were also 
presented with a 
medal. 

Get 
togethers 

for club 
members and 
their partners 
and families 
were held 
during “Festa 
Għeneb” in 
Siġġiewi. A couple 
of  BBQ’s were also held during the 
summer period.
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By now we have established many 
Young Stars traditions and one of 

them is our awesome majjalata which 
iż-Żibġi (Chris Bonello) 
organises yearly together 

with the help of other players. However this year we decided 
to have a bit of a location change and players 
and their families joined at Mastru’s (Maria 
Cutajar and Elton Cutajar place) where we 
barbequed a whole pig. To complement the 
food we had a drink and a good laugh together. 
It was certainly an event no one dared to miss as it was a good and an 
exciting one - as always. 

Majjalata
19th March 2018

At the end of the league competition, the Senior’s coach held a players’ meeting 
during which the team’s ups and downs during the season were discussed. The 

purpose of such a meeting is to plan for the way forward and come up with solutions to 
perform better on the pitch during the following season. This year James Mizzi, Ryan 
Seychell, Edward Hughes and Nathan Galea offered their services as umpires for the 
Hockey Association Malta (HAM) on behalf of the club.

End of Season Meeting 
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After a hard and taskful 
year of training sessions 

and matches, Senior and 
Junior players together with 
their families got together 
for a lovely dinner, during 
which awards for their efforts 
and dedication towards the 
league, the club and the players 
themselves were awarded.

Senior Squad Awards: 
Most Dedicated 
Player and Member: 
 •  Luke Borg Costanzi
Most Promising Player: 
 •  Anton Saliba
Best Player: 
 •  Mark Camilleri
Fair Play Award: 
 •  Andrea Curmi

Junior Squad Awards:
U14 Best Player: 
 •  Marvin Grixti
U14 Most Improved Player: 
 •  Nathan Zammit
U11 Best Player:
 •  Philippa Farrugia
U11 Most Improved  Player: 
 •  Giovanni Miruzzi

7-a-side Awards:
Best Player:
 •  Karl Chircop
Best Player: 
 •  Justin Farrugia
Most Improved 7-a-side Player: 
 •  Julian Farrugia

Roll of Honours

Presentation
Dinner 
2016 - 2017

Luke Borg Costanzi Anton Saliba

Mark Camilleri Andrea Curmi

Nathan Zammit

Karl Chircop

Giovanni Miruzzi

Marvin Grixti

Justin Farrugia
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EFH Challenge 4 Champions 2017 
4th June 2017
The senior team flew to Predanovci 

in Slovenia to compete in the EHF 
hockey tournaments coming back to 
Malta as gold champions and bringing 
home the gold medal after beating 5 - 3 the 
Bulgarian side HC Stick General Toshevo 
in an exciting final! 
A big thank you goes to our Italian Friends; 
Spignolo Antonio, Baah Shadrack, 
D’Andrea Aldo, Siracusa Andrea, Cantale 
Gianmaria, Spignolo Luigi.

Friendly match

Results:
FYS 2 - 1 HK Triglav Predanovci (SLO)
Scorer: Mark Camilleri
FYS 2 - 1 Napeos Apollon HC (GRE)
Scorers: D’ Andrea Aldo, Baah Shadrack 
FYS 3 - 5 Start Berdyscev Region (UKR)
Scorers: Mark Camilleri, 
 Baah Shadrack (2 goals), 
 Luke Borg Costanzi, 
 Luigi Spignolo.
Final: 
FYS 5 - 3 HC Stick General Toshevo

A friendly against 
the Dutch Team, 

ZWART-WIT (NED) 
ended with a 3-2 win 
for Foriana Young 
Stars. It is always 
a pleasure playing 
against foreign sides.
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Traditional Sicily Trip
4th August 2017

Team Building
1st January 2018

Junior Water Games
19th August 2017

For the 10th time 
Young Stars 

kept its customary 
appointment of 
organising a trip to   
Sicily. Two of our 
lady players, Maria 
Cutajar and Sarah 
Grech joined the 
group for the first 

time. Just as in the previous trips this 
one was no different, as it proved to be 
an exciting one with lots of joking around 
and laugh abouts.It was a great trip where 
the players took a few days off work and 
training to relax and clear their minds. 

Ev e r y o n e 
likes a 

cold shower 
in summer! 
What about 
water games?! 
J u n i o r 
c o a c h e s , 
Jamie Mifsud 
and Nathan 
Galea organised a fun activity for the 
Junior Section at our club pitch. This 
activity included water games where 
the youngsters splashed each other with 
water and had a good laugh together with 
their coaches. It was a great way to end 
and close off the summer before getting 
back into the old school routine.

This club does not limit itself only 
to hockey matters but we also like 

to go out and have a bit of fun. We take 
this opportunity to bond even more off 
pitch and outside the club. This helps us 
to strengthen our relationship with each 
other and also our bond with each other 
as players. This is very important to us as 
activities keep us united which then really 
manifests itself both on and off the pitch.
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Carnival Young Stars Style
19th February 2018

Veterans Tournament
31st April 2018

We all love to joke around and when carnival 
comes around, lots of members got intrigued to 

dress up in costumes and go out.So that’s what we did! 
Few of the members 
that could make 
it met and went to 
the popular Għaxaq 
Carnival where they 
gave vent to their true 
Young Star character.

As summer approached a Veteran’s 
Tournament was organised, 

during which the club’s oldies reunited 
with the current Young Stars players 
for a day of hockey. In this tournament 
veterans played with and against the 

club’s senior and junior players. The aim 
behind these tournaments, which were 
first launched during Christmas time by 
our ex-Junior Coach and player Mark 
Ellul, the juniors get acquainted with the 
club’s old players and take the opportunity 
to listen to some of the club’s history from 
them. It was a great event for the players 
to interact with the member players who 
defended the club’s colours before us 
when the club was in its infancy.
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After finishing third in the league, 
Floriana Young Stars kept their heads 

held high and played the knock-out with 
spirit in their hearts. They successfully 
won the cup with a 3 - 2 win against 
Sliema Hotsticks. It was a well fought 
final and Floriana Young Stars came out as 
worthy winners.  

report
Lightshop Hotsticks 2 
Floriana Young Stars 3 (aet)
Umpires: Luke Busuttil Leaver 
  Paul Brincat

This encounter lived up to its billing. A 
knock out final with unexpected twists 

and turns, both teams giving their all and 
producing a no holds barred performance. 
A cautious start from both teams with 
man to man marking being the order of 
the day curtailed clear cut chances. On 14 
minutes the game sprang into life when 
Ryan Dalli deflected a shot from the top of 
the D into the net to give Hotsticks a 1–0 
lead. After both teams missed a couple of 
half chances, on the 29th minute, Floriana 
Young Stars were awarded a penalty stroke 
but Andrew Camilleri saw his shot from 
the spot saved by Hotsticks’ keeper, Emile 
Borg. Floriana Young Stars exerted further 
pressure towards the end of the first half 
but did not take advantage of two penalty 
corners awards in the final two minutes 
leaving Hotsticks maintaining their 1–0 
lead when the whistle blew
Hardly had a minute elapsed in the second 
half when Hotsticks were awarded a 
penalty stroke and Shawn Grima made 
no mistake from the spot flicking the ball 
into the top right corner of the net to send 

Knock-out Winners
14th May 2017

Hotsticks into a 2 - 0 lead. On 41st minute 
Jamie Mifsud netted for Floriana Young 
Stars after finishing off a move down the 
left flank by Ryan Seychell. Game on – 
action became frantic and tactics, tiring 
feet and strained nerves played their 
part, both teams striving to score another 
goal and put the game to rest. On the 50th  

minute Hotsticks were awarded another 
penalty stroke when Steve Portelli was 
tripped inside the D but Shawn Grima saw 
his flick from the spot saved by Young 
Stars keeper James Mizzi. Both teams 
failed to take advantage of a couple of 
penalty corner awards each and when it 
seemed that Hotsticks were on the way 
to victory, with seconds left Young Stars 
were awarded another penalty corner and 
Cornelissen Nanko flicked the ball into 
the bottom corner of the net to send the 
game into extra time.
In the third minute of the first period of 
extra time Floriana Young Stars went into 
a 3 – 2 lead when as a result of another 
penalty corner award Nanko grabbed his 
second goal. Hotsticks reacted strongly 
and forced Young Stars deep into a 
defensive mode but the final whistle blew 
with Young Stars running out winners of 
this hard fought exciting encounter despite 
constant Hotsticks’ pressure during the 
second period of extra time.
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HAM 50th Anniversary Veteran Tournament
18th March 2018

Super Cup Winners
Għaqda Ġurnalisti Sportivi Super Cup

8th October 2017
report
Lightshop Hotsticks 2 
Floriana Young Stars 3 (aet)
Umpires: Andrè Ghio
  Paul Brincat

The curtain raiser to season 2017/2018 
produced a keenly contested match, 

as expected, with both teams creating 
chances that could have swung the result 
either way at any given time. Floriana 
Young Stars exerted early pressure on the 
Hotsticks rearguard without being able 
to break through their well-marshalled 
defence but in the 15th minute they were 
awarded a penalty stroke and Edward 
Hughes made no mistake from the spot.  
They could have gone further ahead a 
couple of minutes later when the Hotsticks 
custodian Waylin Abdilla parried a point 
blank flick onto the cross bar. From then 
on Hotsticks took the initiative and pinned 
Floriana Young Stars in their own half.  
In fact they came close to equalising on 
several occasions, hitting the post and 
missing the target several times. At half 
time the whistle blew with Floriana Young 
Stars hanging on to their slender 1 – 0 lead.
Play became more intense in the second 
half as time was running out and lofted 

balls were used to bypass the midfield. 
Both teams were awarded penalty corner 
opportunities but did not take advantage 
of them due to some sound goalkeeping 
on both sides. However Hotsticks 
equalised when Jonathan Borg pounced 
on a rebound off a goalkeeper’s save and 
slotted home.  The full time blew with the 
teams level at one goal apiece, sending the 
game into extra time.
Floriana Young Stars took a 2-1 lead one 
and a half minutes into the first period 
of extra time when Anton Saliba netted. 
They extended their lead to 3 -1 in the 5th 

minute, when Saliba grabbed his second 
goal. Hotsticks came back into the game 
when Julian Zahra reduced the arrears to 
3 - 2 as a result of a penalty corner action 
just before the change of ends.
The second period of extra time brought 
the game to a climax with Hotsticks 
pressing hard for an equalizer while 
Floriana Young Stars defended in depth, 
the final whistle blowing with Young Stars 
clinging on to their lead and crowning 
them Super Cup winners.

Senior players, Ryan Seychell and 
junior coach Nathan Galea umpired a 

few friendly games in the 50th Anniversay 
HAM Veterans Tournament. Senior Coach 
Chris Attard played in the tournament.
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Rekindling Old Times
Season 1975/76

statistics
Competitive matches played  16
Won  12
Drew  1
Lost  3
Goals for  24
Goals against  6
Season’s Performance  78.12%

Honours
League Champions Div I
Luxol Cup 6-a-side joint Winners
Emmanuel Curmi: HAM player of the Year

in-club honours
Most Dedicated Member: 
Tony Caruana Smith

highlights
 1975
Summer Young Stars organise an 
  in-house Darts tournament.
Dec 14 Young Stars win their first 
  Sixes tournament.

  1976
Jan 10  First match in Under-18 

League:
  vs Tal-Ħandaq 3 - 0.
Mar 13  Young Stars win 1 - 0 against 

RUSC to lift their first 
League Championship. 

May 30 Friendly match against an 
English side:

   vs Taunton Cherubs 1 - 1.

Two and a half years after its formation 
Stars H.C. clinched the highest H.A.M 

honour - the Div I league championship. 
Our side under, coach Jimmy Evans saw its 
hard work awarded when it finished with 23 
points in the league table at the end of the 
season, two points ahead of our closest rival 
the Royal University Sports Club. The club 
was not lucky in the Knock-out competition 
as we were eliminated in the semi-finals by 
the same RUSC by 0 - 1.

In December Young Stars were declared 
joint winners of the Luxol Cup in a six-
a-side festival. The decider for the cup 
versus RUSC had to be stopped because 
of the darkness.

The Junior side took part in the Under 18 
league for the first time. Good progress 
was shown by this side, which saw them 
finishing as runners-up with De La Salle.

Reference: Young Stars Hockey Club - The first 15 years, 1973 -1988

A moment of relaxation for the players and 
their families during the break of the Luxol 
Six-a-side festival.
One characteristic which Young Stars 
boasted of right from its birth was that 
of creating and preserving a family-like 
feeling between one and all at the club. 
The committee gave good weight to the 
social aspect side of the club by organising 
several activities for the players and their 
families; get togethers, a Carnival match 
and a summer Darts competition. 


